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unremitting malady, which attacks all persons
indiscriminately, and among the rest Europeans
not yet inured to the heat."
From Bengal Bernier passed on to Southern
India, and early in 1667 he made his way to
Surat, from which he took ship to Persia* Early
in 1669 he returned to France, and in the follow-
ing year he published his book and dedicat-
ed it to the French king. It passed through
several editions. Soon after the publication of
the first French edition, it was translated into
English and Dutch, the respective languages of the
two nations which were then contending for com-
mercial supremacy in the East He died in 16S8,
the year of the English Revolution.
The ground-work of the account of his travels
is in the form of letters to distinguished people in
France. Several of these letters were written in
the course of his visit to Kashmir. One, des-
cribing the cities of Agra and Delhi, was
written at Delhi. That on the administration,
army, and finances of the Mughal Empire, was add-
ressed to Colbert the French Minister of Finance,
and was written after his return to France, as were
also the two historical essays on the war of succes-
sion and on some of the political events that occurred
during the years that Bernier spent in India. Ber-
nier^ view was that of a man looking from above
in the company of the governing classes, and yet
not in their confidence* We miss in him any inti-
mate contact with the mind of the people or an